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art. Yet within the limitations imposed by the
environment in which they were produced the
studies of bird and animal life by Mansur and
Manohar are unsurpassed for scientific exactness
and superb craftsmanship.
Jahangir mentions the occasion which led him
to give orders for a series of paintings from his
zoological collection to adorn the pages of the
JahangM-nama. Mukarrah Khan in the seventh
year of Ms reign had been sent on a mission to
Goa, and returned with some rare birds and
animals which Jahangir had never seen before.
Among them was a turkey-cock, of which
Jahangir gives a graphic description:
" One of the birds resembled a peahen, but was
a little larger in size, though less than a peacock.
When he was desirous of pairing he used to
spread his tail and feathers and danced about
like a peacock. His beak and feet resembled
those of a barn-door fowl. His head, neck, and
throat changed their colour every minute, and
when anxious to pair he became a perfect red and
seemed to be a beautiful piece of coral. After
some time he was as white as cotton, and sometimes
he got as blue as a turquoise, and in short turned
all colours, like a chameleon. The piece of flesh
which is attached to his head looks Eke the comb
of a cock. But the curious part of it was that
that piece of flesh, when he was about to pair,
hung down a span long, like the trunk of an
elephant, and when again restored to its position